Bridgend, Gannochy & Kinnoull Community Council

Annual Report 2007/2008 – 20th March 2008

We have had a very interesting and busy year, the majority of our efforts being spent on planning issues. There have been a lot of changes:

Community Council Members

Though we’ve lost a lot of experience we have also gained a lot of enthusiasm from new members. 

The recent elections meant we lost the 2 PKC councillors, regained our local one – Peter Barrett, who was joined by an additional three, Jack Coburn, Archie MacLellan and the return of Heather Stewart.

Our previous Chairman Jim Smith, who did so well to take on the role for a year – particularly as it was his 80th! – decided to call it a day having served on the CC for the past 10 years. His experience will be missed, and our best wishes go out to him on his retirement.

In the light of no one coming forward to take on the role I agreed to take the Chair for a year and am delighted to pass this mantle onto Brian Raine, one of our new councillors, at the end of this AGM.

We were sorry too, to see our long serving secretary, Pam Renfrew move on to devote more time to family matters! We would like to record our thanks again for her valuable contribution over the years.

We were very pleased to have one of our councillors Margaret Cairns step into the fray to take on this important job.

Bill McKenzie also resigned, having given us great support during our Murray Royal campaign.

We welcomed a long-standing local resident, Andrew Douglas, onto the committee, who also runs a local business in the area, and brings down our average age by quite a bit!

There was a lot of community interest in the Murray Royal Development, and we co-opted Graham Fleming onto our council to add some valuable experience to this issue. Graham chairs the Murray Royal Working Group helping us to sustain our continuing involvement in this project.

Deirdre Beaton has enthusiastically taken on the role of publicity for our council in the form of linking regularly with our local press and other media. She also manages a reorganised, easier to use website, that has just been re-launched with a new web server. We would like to record our thanks to her daughter Annelie Carmichael who also worked very hard to help set this up for us.

Our current longest-serving community councillor, Colin Styles, has kept our accounts in very good order. We appreciate that he is continuing as our Treasurer for at least another year.

Constable Graham Ogilvie our community policeman has regularly attended our monthly meetings and has kept us up to date with misdemeanours taking place in our community over the year. Youth public drinking is a growing concern, and takes up a lot of his time.

Planning Issues

The Murray Royal Development continues to dominate our affairs. After twice convincing the Development Control Committee to ask NHS to go and look again at their Outline Planning Submission, the 3rd submission received approval in April 2007, with a number of conditions that we and many others had been pushing for.

Thanks go to Terry Myers, and his band of helpers who delivered flyers seeking support to defer the planning applications. Over 2000 households in our area were leafleted, 3 times!

For the record the community council wrote a letter to the PA - 29 April 2007 - underlining the conditions imposed on the application.

One of the conditions was structured talks between NHS, PKC planners and the community. The MRWG is continuing with these consultations on a regular basis, and we report the progress at our monthly meetings and on our website. Three bidders are currently being considered.

Against all the odds, a planning application for two houses in Corsiehill was granted outline planning permission.

The planners recommended refusal. It had been refused four times previously. There were 21 letters of objection, mainly from the residents of Corsiehill but including letters from Kinnoull Hill Users Group and BGKCC. 
It was in an Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV), but that didn’t seem to deter the 11 Development Control Committee members that day.

For us it was a wake-up call for better control in the planning process. 
It is interesting to note that the Scottish Parliament feel the same way about our planning procedure and recognise the need for more community involvement. It is hoped that collaborative work with the Association of Scottish Community Councils (ASCC) will develop new procedures to give us a more robust and transparent process.

In Dec 2004 we were presented with the Draft Local Plan, allowing the public to have their say. It was programmed to receive objections prior to a mid 2005 Finalised Plan. After Council approval it would then become policy for the next 5 years. 

Where are we now? Because major issues such as the future traffic predictions had not been addressed the submitted Plan required a rethink e.g. third road bridge. 

Just recently a High Court ruling on Northern Irish Area Plans highlighted the omission of Strategic Environmental Assessments in their process. The impact of this decision has halted the already severely delayed Local Plans till Oct 08.

Consequently we are still working to a 2002 Local Plan – difficult to control sensible development working from an out-dated set of guidelines.
We are very concerned about the implications of this continuing delay and are about to write (again!) to the Planning Department to enquire how they can competently address the challenge of assessing applications with an out-dated Local Plan.
Millennium Park

The Millennium Park was officially opened by Provost Hulbert in July last year. Thanks go to the Murray Royal Hospital for accommodating the official guests for refreshments afterwards.

The land was gifted to the CC by the Jonathon Gloag Trust and has a 99 year lease in place. 

The public open space has now been secured for the future, and is being enjoyed by local users.

We would like to thank PKC for cutting the grass since the opening and can report that to secure the future maintenance and running of the park we are in the middle of discussions with PKC to adopt the Park as part of their Open Space responsibility.
We would also like to thank Stanley Carrie, one of our previous community councillors, for his work in seeking funding and for co-ordinating the development of the park. He is still involved on our behalf in finalising the contract.
Further thanks

Thanks to our newly elected PKC councillors for supporting us when they could. We look forward to working with them more closely in the coming year.

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow community councillors for all their contributions and hard work throughout the year – it’s been a pleasure to work with you all.

We look forward to next year’s challenges but perhaps hope for it being a little less busy!

Richard Salvin - Chairman BGKCC
