BRIDGEND, GANNOCHY AND KINNOULL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

www.bgk.org.uk
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 21st February 2008 at Gannochy Community Hall at 7.30pm.

Present:  Richard Salvin (Chairman); Colin Styles (Treasurer); Margaret Cairns (Secretary); Deirdre Beaton; Brian Raine; Graham Fleming; Councillor Jack Coburn; Councillor Peter Barrett; Constable Graham Ogilvie and 5 members of the public.

Apologies:    Councillor Heather Stewart

1. Welcome:  Chairman Richard Salvin welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Minutes of Meeting:  Minutes of the previous meeting of 17th January were approved.

3. Matters Arising:  Councillor Heather Stewart had set up a meeting between the police and residents at Potterhill.

4. Constable’s Report:  Constable Ogilvie reported that there had been 3 house break-ins, attempted theft of a car, incidences at Main St. Bridgend area.  4 calls on youths causing a disturbance in Murray Royal grounds and some trouble at Londis shop in Bridgend.  He also confirmed meeting with residents at Potterhill.

5. Murray Royal Hospital Development:  Brian Raine reported that the last meeting was held on Tuesday 29th Jan with the following main areas for discussion:

Football Pitch - The representative for PKC stated that the pitch has to be replaced but, contrary to our view, it was not stated at the Development Control Meeting that it should be continuous. NHS added that the bidders have been asked to maintain or show a space for a football pitch, although it is not a requirement of the bid.

Access to MRH - The representative for PKC spoke about the options and stated that a temporary road would cost a minimum of £600,000. He added that a new road would throw up all sorts of new issues e.g. environmental, local plan, generating additional traffic through Gannochy, impact on traffic on the Scone road and planning permission would be needed even for a temporary road.

On Option B, having discussed this with the Planning Dept, they were concerned with all the implications. They have stated that the Traffic Assessment was satisfactory and that the existing system would cope. Planning / Roads did not like direct access from MRH onto Lochie Brae e.g. a roundabout. The land alongside Lochie Brae could be improved but only for pedestrian access, not to widen the road.

There might be another workable solutions but it would be up to the Bidders to make alternative proposals.

Alternative uses of surplus buildings - We were asked by the NHS about our various proposals; who would run or fund them? Clearly, we felt this was not our responsibility. NHS said they would pass on our ideas on the alternative uses of buildings and the whole site issues to the bidders.

NHS Update - There are 3 Bidders and the next stage is that the NHS are required to seek approval from the Scottish Govt. to proceed. There will be various meetings with the Bidders in what is described as competitive dialogue. The first design is the most important from the Community Council’s point of view as it will have the overall lay out and the key departments. NHS will give us the exact dates of each stage when they get approval from the Scottish Govt.

AOCB - MRWG asked what were the plans for Pitcullen House; NHS stated that no decisions to its future use or programming had yet been made. MRWG requested this to be given priority as it was such a key part of the site. MRWG had met with Roddy Young (Civic Trust) and agreed to continue with separate meetings with the NHS but to get together outside of these.

6. Planning:
6.1  Planning Applications:  1 application had been checked and found to be in 

 order:

 08/00189/FUL, Car parking and hard landscaping at the Monastery

6.2  Perth Area Draft Plan:  The letter from the community council has been sent to Peter   Marshall, PKC but to date no reply has been received.  Newspaper headlines on 29.1.08  “Plan Grinds to a Halt - Draft Local Plan now abandoned until Oct. 08”.  The Community Council will write again to PKC.  After discussion it was agreed to have a dedicated meeting at a future date on this important issue.  

6.3
St. Mary’s Monastery: The community council is aware there is an intention from the Monastery and Cala Housing to pursue an application for housing in the top field of their ground. There has been site survey work already carried out. The Community Council will oppose this on the grounds of:- 1) Green Belt/Area of Great Landscape Value. 2) Traffic – roads inadequate 3) No Primary school places available in the area 4) an important listed build will be surrounded by housing.  5) Tree Preservation Order in process via Conservation Dept.

7. Environmental Matters:

7.1  Trees:  a) Lime tree at Kinnoull Church - Community Council will write to PKC re 

    enquiry for financial help

b) Site visit to 2 Langley Place re overgrown Spruce evergreen and four other trees on same plot – Richard Salvin had a meeting with the Tree Officer and they agreed to remove 3 trees, leaving Scots Pine and Rowan.

       7.2  Manse Road:  Safety issue still a concern.  This does not appear to be a priority with 

Roads even though this is part of the safe routes to school. Richard Salvin wrote to Planning/Roads expressing great concern on the continuing delay in installing a continuous pavement.  See also Peter Barrett’s report.

8.   Millennium Park:   Richard Salvin and Stan Carrie met with PKC on Mon 18th February.   PKC agreed in principle to adopt the park.  Before adoption handover an extra dog bin and another preservative coat on furniture are required.

9. PKC Councillors Reports:  Heather Stewart’s report was read out by Richard Salvin. 
Pitcullen Crossing.   As you have probably seen from the email we received from    Councillor Peter Barrett, who has been dealing with this issue, the crossing is to be located at the original site suggested by the Officers.

Dog Wardens.  As instructed I contacted the Dog Warden Service who made contact with Deirdre Beaton and it is my understanding that progress has been made.

Potterhill Flats.  I have now had a meeting with several residents to discuss the issue of anti social behaviour which is occurring regularly in the vicinity of the Potterhill flats.  I have spoken with the Tayside Community Liaison Officer, Constable Oliver, who will now prioritise the area during his patrols.  I have also spoken to Housing Department and they are repairing and replacing the cellar doors which had been vandalised.

Jack Coburn reported that he will be at a meeting next Thursday on Connect 2 cycle bridge – Business Plan to be set up. He will report back position at next meeting.
Peter Barrett reported: Manse Road  -  Footway priority list being prepared for June(?) committee. Wrote to officers end of January detailing all destinations which might count for priority points. Cc’d community council.

Kinnoull Church Lime Tree - Have been in contact with both the Church and Council's tree officers.  Summary - Roots causing damage to wall. Contractor cut back what he thought were dead roots. Bits of tree began to die. Tree officers suspected tree was unstable, church instructed by council to obtain special tree consultants report - recommended cutting tree back to 8m and removal of builders rubble from root system and replacement with soil.

St Mary's Monastery - Still no application re housing development. 2 current applications one for car park 13 parking spaces and drive to rear of monastery, courtyard and steps to front arched gate one for external alterations.

Safer Routes to School - Met with Kinnoull School parents council who supported reactivating safer routes to school group. Chase up outstanding items from previous programme and look at current hazards. Initial feedback - Shared concerns regarding Back Wynd Gowrie Street junction and Gannochy Road Muirhall Road.

Brompton Terrace Parking - Reported problems to Graham Ogilvie and Ken Brown. Pressing to have parking restriction consultation toward the end of this year.

School Brae - A Brompton road Resident requested change of access arrangements to house half way up. Neither myself, roads nor Kinnoull primary parents supportive.

Corsie Drive kerb replacement works - contacted Tayside contracts in response to local residents concerns about delays in completion, bad site supervision and work practises. Tayside Contract MD agreed to immediate action.

Pitcullen Terrace parking restrictions at junctions to be installed this month.

Consultation on cycling in Perth city centre -  would be interested in what safeguards if any the CC feel are appropriate.

Norrie Miller Sculpture Trail - have arranged for the two Tim Stead sculptural wooden benches to be removed and repaired with advice from Tim Stead workshop. Benches to be relocated.  PPAT looking at options -  Ferguson gallery or Rodney pavilion.  Wind organ pipe sculpture removed from beneath Queens Bridge – this will not be repaired or replaced.

Reported local resident's concerns about condition of B-listed Tayfletts Cottage Isla Road/Mansefield Road to council planning conservation and enforcement officers. Building is not secure or wind or watertight. Reported to me that it has been empty for possibly 10 years, masonry overgrown. Environmental health have inspected and given OK.  Planning to report back. CC interest and support for action appreciated.

10. Treasurer’s Report:  Payment of £15 was made for Civic Trust renewal and also to Terry Myers of £23.50 for renewal of website license.  Balances are as follows:-

 Balance:                               
 £5,635.39

 Represented by:

  
Millennium Park A/c         
 £5,043.04

 
Community Council A/c    
 £   592.35 

11. Any Other Competent Business:  The secretary has received the following information:- Convention of P&K Community Councils notice re AGM and 56th Meeting of Convention due on 30th March 2008.  Convention of P&K Comm. Council notice re invitation from Provost to serve on steering group for Celebrations of the 800th Anniversary of Perth’s incorporation as a Royal Burgh in 2010. From P&K Council – Proposed Perth Central Conservation Area; Core Paths Planning Consultation; Countryside Newsletter and Perth Common Good Fund report.  A member of the public asked about the site of the old tank on Muirhall Road, no-one appears to know what is happening with this.  The Community Council Website has been updated and made easier to negotiate, please try this out at www.bgk.org.uk

12.  Date of Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Thursday 20th March 2008 in Gannochy Community Hall at 7.30pm at which the AGM will also be held.  

.

