
BRIDGEND, GANNOCHY & KINNOULL COMMUNITY COUNCIL  PERTH
27 Brompton Terrace 

Perth PH2 7AE

Tel 01738 634628

Email salvin@blueyonder.co.uk

09 February 2008

Perth & Kinross Council

Environmental Sevices – Planning

Head of Service - Roland Bean

Pullar House, 35 Kinnoull Street

Perth PH1 5GD

Dear Mr Bean, 

RIO, 14 Dundee Road, Perth 08/01925/LBC 
On behalf of the above Community Council I wish to raise a number of questions pertaining to the above Planning Application. This Listed Building Application was submitted as ‘Minor internal alterations to ground floor only. Provision of accessible entrance ramp to comply with Building Standards’ which did not alert the community to any change of the buildings former use as a privately run home for the elderly.

Do alterations to a B category listed building not require neighbour notification, or any reference to the Community Council particularly when in a Conservation Area? Do they not also require approval from Historic Scotland?

It is interesting to note that the Application Form and the Delegated Report state the building is currently in use as a Care Home. This it not the case as it has been lying empty for a few years now.

The Application Form also states there is to be a new use – 

‘Housing Accommodation with Support.’

It was not until the Kinnoull School Board were given a presentation in January that this new use became common knowledge, being defined as ‘accommodating 8 homeless families with dependent children.’

As there is a definite change of use here should it not have been treated as such?  

This may have helped to facilitate consultation with the neighbours, the community and users of the adjacent school?

Could you please advise what the Use Class definition was when it was being run as a Home for the Elderly? 

Could you also define the Use Class it will now come under?

There is also the question of ‘Intensification of Use’ with the new role of the building. 

In particular the traffic that the new use will generate – e.g. drop off time at Kinnoull School which will coincide with the new home’s school children going to school via taxis or private cars, higher number of service vehicles, private car use of clients, vehicles of PKC officers? Are there adequate parking facilities?

 The entrance to both Kinnoull School and Rio is difficult, if not dangerous, and in our opinion should have been carefully looked at by roads engineers as part of the planning process.

If young families are to be housed here, there is also the question of safe and secure grounds - has this been considered? e.g. suitable play areas, secure gates etc.

It has been stated that the Community Council were offered the opportunity for early consultation regarding this project.

I would like to record that this was NOT the case.  Given that opportunity we would have definitely taken it back to the community for appraisal, and would have drawn your attention to the many issues that are now being discussed.

Please note that on 16th January 09 our Chairman and myself had a useful meeting with Housing and Community Care and they were invited to give a presentation on Rio at our next Community Council meeting on the 19th February 09 at Gannochy Community Hall at 7.30p.m.

It would be helpful if you could respond to the above queries prior to that meeting. You are of course very welcome to attend our meeting if you felt that would be appropriate.

Look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Yours sincerely,

Richard J Salvin 

Vice Chairman  & Planning Representative

For Bridgend, Gannochy & Kinnoull Community Council 

cc Councillors Barrett, Coburn, MacLellan and Stewart

     Dave Roberts Executive Director – Housing and Community Care

