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The Road Safety Slogan this session is:
‘Park and Stride and Walk with Pride’
	Junior Road Safety Officers

Keir Ogilvy
	Junior Road Safety Officers

Gemma Woodhead


Introduction

Kinnoull Primary School is situated on Dundee, Road, Perth, east of the town centre across the River Tay.  At the time of this report there are 200 pupils attending the school from Primary 1 to Primary 7.
In order to promote safer and healthier ways to travel to and from school, a steering group was established – ‘Safer Routes to Schools’.  Their first task was to investigate the various routes to and from school and how the pupils and parents travelled to school.
The school is situated on the very busy Dundee Road at the bottom of Kinnoull Hill, with a catchment area that extends to Gannochy, Barnhill and Corsiehill.  The geographical location of the school is a significant factor on how some pupils travel there.  The hill behind is steep and Dundee Road very busy with heavy traffic thus cycling to school is not allowed as it is deemed just too dangerous.  
Although many children do walk accompanied and unaccompanied, there are also many who are transported to and from school by car.  This poses problems due to limited parking in the area.
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Therefore, in considering our School Travel Plan objectives we looked at:
· Ways to try and reduce the volume of traffic at the school gates during peak times;
· How we can help change the behaviour of drivers for whom the journey is essential; and
· Ways to promote, highlight and reinforce the importance of Road Safety Education for all pupils.
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Key Objectives of the Plan

It is our aim to:

· Encourage those making short journeys to and from school by car to consider alternative travel methods, thus reducing the congestion of traffic at the school gates during peak times;
· Encourage those making longer journeys to and from school by car to consider using appropriate parking areas;

· Ensure drivers in and around the school area drive responsibly and are aware of the dangers they pose to pupils walking to and from school;
· Encourage the school to include road safety education within the curriculum, making use of national teaching resources and working in partnership with parents where appropriate;
· Promote a healthy lifestyle and increased levels of activity for pupils by encouraging and celebrating safe walking to and from school;
· Implement cycling safety and training even though cycling is not allowed at the moment; and

· Promote the environmental benefits of decreasing car use and healthier options of travel. 

Benefits

The benefits of this plan are consistent with the new Curriculum for Excellence and link in with Health Promoting Schools and Eco Schools.  It is anticipated that implementation of the action plan will enhance road safety skills, build independence and develop social skills.  It is also the basis for building good relations with neighbours and promoting the school’s reputation.  All this in turn will hopefully help secure funding from various initiatives such as the Challenge Fund and Cycle Day.
Targets

Our key target is to increase the number of pupils walking to and from schooI from 70% to 80% - an increase of 10% by January 2011.

Other anecdotal targets include behavior change in individuals in terms of greater use of car parks if driving and better awareness of road safety issues.
Monitoring and Review
The Plan is an active document and will be updated when required.   The Steering Group will meet at least once a term working with other relevant bodies and ensuring that pupils are fully involved in the process. As progress towards the above targets is monitored, the Travel Plan will be reviewed and the action plan updated annually.  It is anticipated that each spring the yearly survey will be undertaken and this will form the benchmark for year on year improvement or review.

Research and Supporting Evidence
A survey of parents was conducted to:

· Gain an insight into present travel arrangements by both parents and pupils;
· Identify areas of concern to both parents and pupils; and
· Implement an Action Plan that would improve road safety and encourage different travel modes by both parents and pupils.

From a total of 145 issued there were 63 returns (43%) representing 83 children which is approximately 41% of the total number of pupils in school.
From this questionnaire we highlighted 3 areas which are causing parents and pupils the most concerns namely:
1. Back Wynd;


2. the junction at Murray Royal Hospital/Gannochy Road/Muirhall Road/Lochie Brae; and


3. Manse Road.

Other areas of concern have been indicated in the pie chart as they are inextricably linked to the objectives of the three main ones above.
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BACK WYND
Summary

This is a short road linking Dundee Road to Lochie Brae and also giving access to a public Pay and Display car park in Bridgend.  The road is two-way from Dundee Road to the car park and one-way from the car park to Lochie Brae.  At the moment there is a raised road bump to pavement level which slows traffic down and acts as a walkway for children to cross.
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The main issue is that the road does not have any designated crossing.  Traffic approaches from three different directions, two of which are from Dundee Road.  There is also an element of confusion regarding the two-way/one-way system.  As this road is relatively close to the school, there are more children funneling in that direction and crossing here.  
Aim

Our aim is to ensure the safety of all pupils who due to necessity cross this busy and awkward side road when travelling to and from school.

Key Objectives

· Making it one way.
· A designated crossing place.
JUNCTION OF MUIRHALL ROAD, GANNOCHY ROAD, LOCHIE BRAE AND MURRAY ROYAL HOSPITAL
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Summary

This is a four-way junction.  The right of way for traffic is up Lochie Brae and then curving into Muirhall Road.  Traffic must give way at Gannochy Road and also at the entrance to Murray Royal Hospital.  The access here is extra wide and can cause some confusion for children trying to cross safely.  Problems are exacerbated as some cars use Gannochy Road as a rat run to avoid the various traffic lights at Bridgend so at peak times it is very busy.  Indeed, sometimes the traffic backs all the way up from the traffic lights at Bridgend to the secondary entrance to the hospital, further up along Gannochy Road.

Some parents and pupils prefer to cross here to reach the relative safety of Potterhill to wind their way round the footpaths and down the steps.  The alternative is to negotiate Lochie Brae and cross at the traffic lights.  However, Lochie Brae is a very narrow, very steep two-way street with the pavement also being very narrow.  On busy mornings traffic has difficulty negotiating here and sometimes even mounts the pavement to pass each other.
Aim

Our aim is to ensure the safety of all pupils who due to necessity cross this busy and awkward side road when travelling to and from school.

Key Objectives

· A designated crossing place;
· Widening of pavement down Lochie Brae; and
· Installation of railings or bollards to stop traffic mounting the pavement
MANSE ROAD
Summary

This road leads off Dundee Road just beyond the Isle of Skye Hotel.  It is busy as it is the main one used to gain access onto the east bound Dundee Road, heading out towards Friarton Bridge and beyond.  It is also popular with some parents who park their cars there whilst dropping children off at school.
The main issue here is similar to Back Wynd in that there is no designated crossing so pedestrians have to look both ways along Dundee Road as well as up Manse Road (parked cars and all).
Aim

Our aim is to ensure the safety of all pupils who due to necessity cross this busy road when travelling to and from school.
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Key Objective

· A designated crossing place.
All the above have been discussed at a meeting with Donna Cromb, Sustainable Transport Assistant from Perth & Kinross Council and have been highlighted in the Action Plan on the last page of this Travel Plan.
RIVERSIDE

Summary

This is the main parking area used by parents and carers whilst dropping children off or collecting them from school.  It is an official parking area with a ticketing system, though it is understood that traffic wardens adopt a ‘presence but not enforcement policy’, allowing 20 minutes grace around the school run time.  The area is behind the church on the opposite side of the road from the school, though there is lollipop crossing on Dundee Road.

The area is accessed via only one entrance from Dundee Road, just at the main traffic lights from the Queens Bridge.  This is a difficult turning in many ways.  From Bridgend, it is a very tight right hairpin turn into the road and, because of its proximity to the lights, cars waiting to turn can cause a hold up.  Any traffic exiting from Riverside has difficulty no matter which way they turn.  If turning left the tight hairpin means having to either pull out wide onto Dundee Road or pulling out wide in Riverside itself.  The former is made more difficult because traffic on Dundee Road is heavy and usually queuing at this point.  The latter means blocking any access to Riverside for other traffic which adds to the general congestion.  If turning right, this means waiting for the lights to change and for a break in the traffic both directions, a very tricky manoeuvre.
Though not one of the key areas highlighted in the survey, recently it became apparent just how problematic this junction is.  During the painting of the Queens Bridge, the contractors parked their containers both on Riverside Road and in the car park itself.  Once completed a lorry arrived to remove the containers, unfortunately this was just as the school was finishing at 3.15pm.  The lorry unfortunately broke down and that was the road blocked.  All the cars parked beyond the containers were stuck, children were either late or just never made it to after school activities.
Though not something that would happen every day, the situation could have been avoided if Riverside had more than one entrance.  It would make sense, to extend the road to join Commercial Street.  This would also make the area more easily accessible for traffic in general and subsequently encourage more parents to use it rather than some of the less desirable parking areas that were highlighted in the survey.

Aim

Our aim is to ease traffic congestion in the area and to improve the safety of the junction subsequently encouraging more parents and carers to use this designated parking area.
Key Objective

· Extend Riverside Road to join Commercial Street thus giving two means of access and exit at an otherwise dangerous junction.
Other initiatives

National Walk To School Week 
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A walk to school week was supported by the group during the May 2009 Health week.
Competition
A competition was held to come up with a name and logo for the group.  This was completed in June 2009 and the logo “Park and Stride and Walk With Pride” by Lucy MacKay (P7) was judged the winner.  This was developed into a poster which was displayed in front of the school which then received some publicity when an article in the Perthshire Advertiser covered it.
Challenge Fund
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We made a successful application to the above fund and received £500 to purchase hi-viz book bags for P1-P3 and hi-viz gym bags for P4-P7.

[image: image14.wmf]Get Cycling

A training day event took place along with Collace Primary School where “Get Cycling CIC” through Donna Cromb, Sustainable Transport Officer, came to the school and gave the pupils the opportunity to try out different bikes.  This helped to increase the skills and confidence in cycling and was carried out in the school playground.
Junior Road Safety Team - session  2009- 2010
We had to appoint our new Junior Road Safety Officers in September last year.  The P6 class were invited to elect two pupils and subsequently Gemma Woodhead and Keir Ogilvy were chosen.  They attended an Introduction/Induction Day at the Police Station meeting Rachel Ewins, the Road Safety Officer.  They also received resources and information to assist with promoting and highlighting road safety issues relating to their school and community.

To get them started with their new role they were given prizes to launch a competition in the school:

Primary 1 and 2 were given a picture to colour in;

Primaries 3, 4 and 5 were given a wordsearch puzzle; and 
Primary 6 and 7 were given a crossword.  All classes had loads of fun completing the tasks.

A big thank you to Gemma and Keir for all their hard work.
Continuing Action
During the Session 2009-2010 the focus will be on the following key areas:
1. [image: image15.wmf]Park and Stride - For those parents driving their children to school, to encourage them to use appropriate parking places, we hope to liaise with the council and even get someone to make a presentation to the parents that during the ‘school run’ hours the traffic wardens adopt a ‘presence but not enforcement’ policy.

2. Raising awareness – by delivering age appropriate information at different stages throughout primary school using national teaching resources and with support from the Road Safety Officer and parents.
3. Primary 7 pupils 

· P7 schools are invited on a rotational basis to attend the Safe Taysiders event where they are provided with many safety messages through interactive activities.  The transition to secondary school and safe travel on school buses is covered by the Road Safety Officer at this event

· Perth P7 pupils will also attend annual Transition Days at Bells Sports Centre where they will take part in activities alongside future classmates.  During this day they all receive a road safety presentation from the Road Safety Officer with regard to the change in their route and method of travel when moving on to secondary schools.  Safe bus travel is further supported during the lunch period of this day when the Road Safety Officer and Perth & Kinross Public Transport Unit (the department who provide school bus passes) work together to advise the pupils about bus passes, CCTV cameras on buses, and safe travel both as pedestrians and as bus passengers.
 

4. [image: image16.wmf]Cycle Club Training - despite it being too dangerous for children to cycle to school, it would be unfair if the pupils did not experience competent cycle training because of that.  Thus we are planning to form a Cycle Club for P6s and train up some volunteer parents to carry out the Scottish Cycle Training and tests.  This will be carried out in a local road and will involve cycle safety checks being carried out by Phil Coleman.
5. Ready Steady Bike – For P3-P5, this is an early years introduction to bike training which is based in the playground.  We are currently looking into what is involved and the feasibility of implementing in within the school.

6. Lollipop Training – Due to the increase in the number of pupils in the school this year and the limited space, PE sessions would be held in Kinnoull Church Hall.  This means crossing the busy Dundee Road outwith normal ‘Lollipop’ times.  To facilitate safe crossing, training for teachers took place on the first In-Service day in August 2009 and was led by Mahmood Nassif.
The Action Plan on the last page of this document details how we intend to progress the Kinnoull Primary School Travel Plan during the Session 2009-2010.
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10-Sep-09

MEASURE WHO RESPONSIBILITY TIMETABLE MONITORING / PROGRESS COMMENTS/ACTIONS CARRIED FORWARD

1

Organize and launch competition for name of STPG 

and poster/logo JRSOs

Lorna Young/Jenny 

Sorrie

Walk to School 

Week 18-22 MayCompleted June 2009

2

Judge competition for name of STPG and 

poster/logo JRSOs

Lorna Young/Jenny 

Sorrie Health Week Completed June 2009

Prizes awarded to the winners 

during health week

3

Agree and issue School Travel Plan survey Issue 

Time Travel Calculation STPG

Steffi Anderson, Lorna 

Young, Jenny Sorrie

Walk to School 

Week 18-22 MayCompleted June 2009 Results from survey collated

Results documented and issued 

to headteacher

4

Contact Active School Coordinator and establish 

outline plan for Cycle Club training programme STPG V Rytson/?

End of summer 

term

Contacted Active Schools 

coordinator 9.9.09 Progress points from discussion

5Hands Up Survey

Headtea

cher JRSOs Sep-09Completed Sept 09 Put results into school travel planAdd to Challenge fund application

6

Kinnoull Signed up for Cycle training day with 

Collace

Headtea

cher

21st September 

2009 Details to follow

Get Cycling completed 21 

September 2009

7Application for Challenge Fund VR VR/JS

18th September 

2009 Form with VR to complete

Application completed and 

submitted 18 September 2009

Challenge fund secured Oct 09.  

£500 granted and hi viz bags to be 

purchased.

8

Collate Survey findings. Submit to Travel Plan 

Coordinator SM SM/AH June-Sept 09 Completed Sept 09

Collate with points to take 

forward to D Cromb and Road 

Dept

9Draw up timetable for cycle training VR VR Nov-09

Discussed at meeting held on 25 

September 2009

Test date for cycle training( 2 June 

2010)

10

Arrange for Fiona Reid/traffic warden to come to 

school SR

Raised at meeting on 25 

September and Susannah Rae to 

contact and take forward

Communicate info re parking and 

'presence not enforcement'policyDate to be agreed for Jan 09

11Training for all teachers as lollipop wardens JS Completed Sept 09

12Travel Plan Meeting Group 25-Sep-09

Actions from meeting raised for 

taking forward

13

Results from school survey to be emailed to Travel 

Group SM

Results from survey emailed for 

discussion

Survey to be discussed at next 

meeting.  Nov 09

14

School travel plan and survey info on display at 

Parent Curriculum evening VR/AH 29-Sep-09

15Note to parents re cycle training programme VR Jan-10

Letter to go out Jan 09.  Draft to 

be discussed at Nov meeting.

16How to progress areas of concern raised in survey SM/VR

Survey to be emailed to Travel 

Group as first step

STP meeting held Dec 2009.  Plan 

to be updated.

17Disclosure checks to be carried out

VR/AH/S

M/SR 05-Jan-10Fill in forms at school office

18Bike safety check and talk PC/VR 05-Jan-10

Arrange for Phil to come to school 

to carry out safety check

19Look at Ready Steady Bike for early years VR 05-Jan-10

Early years bike training.  Play 

ground based.  To be discussed.

20Implement 3 key Travel Plan traffic issues Group Group end 2010

STP completed Feb 2010 to be put 

forward to Council engineers

Arrange meetin with Donna on 

how to take forward
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