James Aitken Arboretum
Roland Bean 
Head of Planning 
Perth & Kinross Council 
Pullar House 
35 Kinnoull Street 
Perth    PH1 5GD
April 24, 2009

Dear Mr Bean,
OBJECTION to Application for the Incinerator Plant in Shore Road - P&K Council Planning Ref: 09/00348/REM

I write to you as Chairman of the James Aitken Arboretum Committee at the request of and on behalf of members of that committee to object to the application for the building of an incinerator in Shore Road, Perth, as detailed above.
The James Aitken Arboretum is a community-inspired project which is developing an arboretum on the lower slopes of Deuchny Hill for the benefit of the people of Perth and to help them better understand the role of trees and woodland in relation to biodiversity which in turn is essential for all forms of life including humans.

We are concerned that the potential emissions as detailed by the applicant from the stack of the incinerator will be detrimental to living organisms in the Kinnoull Hill Woodland Park including the new arboretum.
In particular we are concerned about the potential increase in nutrient nitrogen deposits, which can be harmful to unique organisms in the Kingdom Planta which includes the Bryophyta and Pteridophyta, and the Kingdom of Fungi (which have lichen connections).  These organisms are vitally important for the proper balanced and robust ecosystem of the whole Woodland Park.
We would like to bring to your attention two particular species as examples of what can be found on Kinnoull Hill and which are both recorded as being present in a Kinnoull Hill SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest).  
1. Pertusaria amarescens which is on the Scottish Biodiversity List.  It is of UK importance. 
2. Usnea glabrata which is also on the Scottish Biodiversity List and is of international importance.  It is rare throughout the UK and is at present known to be only found in some five places in Scotland.

These two species are lichens which are important indicators in monitoring global warming and the loss of biodiversity.  Lichens are particularly sensitive to pollution in the atmosphere.
....continued overleaf

There could well be other lichens of importance on the hill as yet unrecorded – for as you will know, the reason why 150 countries worldwide have signed an agreement to try to prevent the loss of biodiversity is because we do not know what exists on this planet which may be of use for human life and more importantly which may be essential for the existence of human life.  More species of organism are unrecorded than recorded.
The proposed development is contrary to Policy 1 of Perth and Kinross Structure Plan (2003) and Policy 19 of the Perth Area Local Plan (1995)

Policy 1 states that it seeks to safeguard the long term diversity and sustainability of species and natural and semi-natural habitats in Perth & Kinross. Policy 19 states that the Council will not support development which would damage the integrity of Sites of Special Scientific Interest, or other sites of natural history interest.

The applicant has admitted that there would be an increase in nutrient nitrogen deposition which may occur as a result of emissions from the Shore Road incinerator and that the Kinnoull Hill SSSI would be affected and suggests monitoring as a best practice measure.
Such monitoring would be an additional public services expenditure. This would be contrary to Policy 77(h) of the Draft New Local Plan for Perth which states that waste disposal sites would only be acceptable where they do not involve an unjustified need for additional public services expenditure.  
By the applicant’s admission, the proposal is contrary to these two policies. 

The Proposed Development is contrary to the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004:

 “It is the duty of every public body and office-holder, in exercising any functions, to further the conservation of biodiversity....”
Under this Act a legal duty has been placed on the Perth & Kinross Council to be responsible for biodiversity in its area and to halt its decline. This application would be detrimental to the biodiversity of the Perth area and particularly to the two species noted above which are of national and international importance.  If this application were to be approved and as a consequence there was a loss of biodiversity in the woods surrounding Perth, then Perth & Kinross Council would be failing in its legal duty.

Members of the James Aitken Arboretum Committee would therefore ask you to consider our objection and to reject Application Ref: 09/00348/REM - under whatever means are available to you.

Yours sincerely,
Dennis Dick
Chairman 
James Aitken Arboretum Committee
17 Fairmount Terrace
Perth  PH2 7AS

