BRIDGEND, GANNOCHY, KINNOULL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Bernadette Malone                                                  East Mayfield,

Chief Executive                                                      19, Gannochy Road,

Perth & Kinross Council                                         Perth

                                                                                 PH2 7EF

                                                                                Tel. No. 01738 635516

                                                                                brraine@btinternet.com
                                                                                9th June 2009

Dear Bernadette,

Many thanks for your letter regarding Rio House and the following one from Helen Turley on 24 April 2009 setting out Risk Assessments, Occupancy Agreement and Rio Rules. After discussion with the Community Councillors and the Kinnoull Primary School Chairman, we would like to make the following points:

Health and Safety fears
 

· While the risk assessment has been undertaken by the Head Teacher and Homeless Operations Manager, there seems to be no input from specialist road safety experts, such as the appropriate road safety departments of the Council, and the Safer Routes to School development team. This is not reassuring.

· We were told, at one point, that residents would not have vehicular access nor indeed would staff, which now seems to be diluted to cover only certain hours (school peak times).

· There is no current copy of the Traffic Management Plan enclosed. It should be dealing with our concerns but it is still ongoing.

· Why has the Rio garden / play space not been risk assessed?

Our safety concerns have neither been risk assessed nor resolved after waiting three months, which is very unsatisfactory and disappointing. Thus to open this facility to the user, school and public with all these issues pending would be unacceptable.

 

Capacity for places at Kinnoull Primary School

The Council has assured us that residents at the Centre will not be placed at Kinnoull. However, this year’s P1 intake has resulted in the need to build an extra classroom in the school. If there is another large intake next year, we are told that either the catchment area will have to be split, or places capped and children outside the cut having to be bussed to other schools. While the Council has repeatedly said the Rio would be unsuitable for the School, local parents would rather Rio be used to provide extra capacity rather than have to send their children across Perth to other schools.

Security

The risk assessment seems to cover domestic abuse and drugs and alcohol misuse, which is reassuring, but it is how stringently these are enforced that will be important e.g. while the residents are not permitted to use alcohol or drugs on site they are only to be excluded from the communal areas in the event of being under the influence of either – in other words, it seems to be acceptable to return to the site under the influence and go to their rooms, which is a significant deviation from the original position that there would be an absolute ban on alcohol and drugs throughout . Security at the school was also one of the concerns and a suggestion has been made to put up similar fencing to that which closes off the right hand side of the school, on the other side, so that people could not get access to the playground and, thereby, to the roof and over to the back of the school, where there has been vandalism in the past.

Drop off point

The suggested drop off point at Rodney Car Park is so inconvenient that it is unlikely to get off the ground but if it does the feeling is that it will not last long. A much more sensible solution would be a lay-by / drop off area opposite 25, Dundee Road would help reduce road safety issues which the school is already experiencing.

Cost

It would be interesting to see a cost analysis of this project. Figures of £1.5m -£1.8 m capital costs have been mooted. Thereafter, we have annual costs of staff, supervision, maintenance etc. What is the annual cost per person or family unit and how does this compare with other costs for homeless families?

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

                                     Yours sincerely,

                                      Brian Raine

Chairman Bridgend, Gannochy, Kinnoull Community Council

Cc

Marc Rands – Chair Kinnoull Primary School

Ian Millar   -  Leader of Administration

Helen Turley – Head of Housing

Councillors Barrett, Cockburn, MacLellan & Stewart

