The Head of Planning
The Environment Services
Perth and Kinross Council
Pullar House
35 Kinnoull Street
Perth PH1 5GD 

06 June 2008 


Dear Mr Bean, 

Traffic Issues related to Murray Royal Hospital Development – 06/02346/OUT 

The Community Council is still extremely concerned regarding the situation of access to the surrounding road network into and out of the Murray Royal Hospital site. The NHS are soon to make a full planning application for an £80m centre of mental health excellence. The immediate road system surrounding the site will not able to able to cope with this either throughout the construction period or after completion. 

I refer to an extract from a letter we submitted to you on the 1st June 2007:- 

Traffic Issues
 
We do not know what else we can say about the traffic problems that have not already been stated previously by us, and many others. 
By the Planning Department’s own admission at the Public Meeting, Bridgend is at capacity and not functioning efficiently at peak times, with pollution being a serious concern. 
In our view, to allow any development that will increase traffic in this area would be irresponsible until the road infrastructure is substantially improved. We also feel it would be critical to have road improvements carried out prior to any development commencement. 

The Traffic Assessment referred to in the application, offers no sustainable solution to the obvious problems in the area. In our opinion, the conclusion it presented was ridiculous: - 

8.18 Having fully considered the transport issues surrounding development proposals at Murray Royal Hospital, this study has found no transportation reasons upon which to deem a refusal of either application.(that was also for 200 houses!) 

We have now moved on a year from this and have had various meetings with you regarding this issue.

The latest of these was a presentation by Peter Marshall and  Alex Deans  giving us an insight into future traffic network proposals.

Given the fact that a 3rd bridge will at best not be in use until 2016-18 and is currently not in any official planning dialogue it is unreasonable to expect any current proposals to take this into consideration, which is regrettable, but fact.

The Community Council through the Design Quality Group are currently involved in the process of taking this development through to the full planning submission stage.

In an attempt to circumnavigate what the Community Council anticipate will still be a major stumbling block if not addressed prior to, or along with, this submission is the urgent  improvement of  road access to this important site. 

Given this fact, there is only one sensible way into and out of this site, through the Bridgend  Junction, via Lochie Brae, it is critical to get this access right. 

Despite repeated requests by ourselves for you to consider improving this section of road, to date we have not had any sensible suggestions from your department to address this obvious problem. 

We would therefore urgently request that this section of road is given some imaginative thinking to bring it up to an acceptable standard and eliminate the serious safety and environmental issues that it is currently experiencing.

If nothing significant is done to improve this road prior to the development starting the resultant effect will be a major intrusion of heavy traffic during and after site construction through the housing areas of both Kinnoull and Gannochy.

The Community Council is currently involved as part of a Design Quality Group working toward a full planning submission for the hospital development. We believe it will deliver a centre of mental health excellence. It will be a travesty if this is what we end up with, but find we have traffic chaos to get there!

You have the overall responsibility to ensure that safe and sensible access is delivered for this development. Action is required NOW, not after the submission has been made.

Would it be possible to bring forward design solutions to tackle this bottleneck now and put in place the finance to make these changes? 
In an attempt to be constructive we offer some suggestions for investigation and resolution:- 
• widening of Back Wynd and Lochie Brae
• resolving the constrictive traffic egress from lower Lochie Brae
• creating safe pedestrian and cycle movement through this area  
• removal of parking along Gowrie Street 
• widening of Smeatons Bridge at Bridgend  
• traffic light management at Bridgend junction
• redesign dangerous junction at top of Lochie Brae
We do appreciate that this is not an easy problem to resolve but if it not tackled now with some imaginative design and creative thinking it will continue to grid lock each day at peak periods and the ‘rat-run’ scenario will only increase through the Gannochy and Kinnoull communities.
We cannot afford to rely on ‘others’ to resolve this issue. This is a PKC responsibility – we must act now!
We look forward to hearing form you as a matter of urgency. 

Yours sincerely, 


Richard J Salvin 
Vice Chair, Planning Representative
For Bridgend, Gannochy  & Kinnoull Community Council                             
                          
CC  David Charles, Project Officer, NHS
       Roddy Young, Perth Civic Trust
       PKC Councillors  Barrett, Coburn, MacLellan & Stewart
