Press Release from Bridgend Gannochy and Kinnoull Community Council on Shore Road Waste Incinerator Proposal Kinnoull Church Public Meeting 16.04.09

Brian Raine chairman of BGKCC welcomed about 200 people to the meeting and thanked Rev.David Soutar and the kirk session for the use of Kinnoull Church . 

This well attended meeting included representatives of the residential, business and farming communities in and around Perth, Environmental action groups, Perth city community councillors Peter Barrett, Jack Coburn, Archie McLellan, Heather Stewart, Prospective candidates Peter Lyburn and Elaine Morrison and our local MP Pete Wishart. Despite being invited there were no representatives from Perth and Kinross Council.

Proceedings were started by Grundon Waste Management Services with a baffling presentation of confusing facts and figures that raised more questions than answers. 

This was followed by the BGKCC presentation delivered by Graham Fleming which clearly gave the public well-researched, accessible information, stating the community views and raising many issues of grave concern.

A lot of questions were asked about the emissions from this plant. It is apparent that there will be levels of toxic pollution produced. 

Many voiced a lack of confidence in the rigour and quality of the monitoring of these and concerns about the detrimental effects i.e. serious health and environmental consequences. For example Dioxin is a carcinogenic toxin and can cause birth defects. 

A representative from the Tay Energy Action Group explained to the meeting that minute toxic particles cannot be filtered to prevent them getting into our air. Once inhaled our lungs are unable to expel these dangerous emissions leading to premature death in some cases. 

Perth is already an air quality management area which means that the current pollution levels are causing enough concern to require monitoring.

Grundon angered the gathering by comparing the much larger industrial city of Sheffield to the tourist fair city of Perth and were unconvincing in stating that this

massive plant building would blend into our townscape. 

The height of the stack and building mass was attacked for its overpowering proximity to a Listed, grade A building (Perth prison) and also for being incongruous to the landscape of Perth’s beautiful setting. The fair city of Perth currently sits picturesquely on the banks of the River Tay.  Grundon acknowledged the fact that we live in a river valley and stated they had taken this into account but many people felt that on a calm or misty day the pollution would not dissipate. 

Despite assurances from Grundon that noise would have no impact the community council remained unconvinced and felt that 24/7 for 365 days a year the incinerator would be running at an unacceptable noise level to the close residential areas.  As with a lot of questions asked odours from the rubbish was another issue that would not be a problem according to Grundon. 

To be financially viable the plant needs to sell the by-product of 560 metric tonnes per hour of hot water. The prison could account for 7% of this but when queried on the remaining percentage Grundon stated that until it was up and running other potential users would need to be identified…this would involve installing hot water pipes…digging up Perth? It was felt that this should have been part of the initial planning application / consultation. 

The Community council pointed out that there were major discrepancies in the planning application figures regarding traffic movement this plant would generate. Grundon stated that they would need to revisit and check their figures. From the audience there were comments about congestion that already exists in Perth without this additional burden.

It was revealed at the meeting that the owners of the site were Perth and Kinross Council much to the astonishment of the public.

Councillor Barrett was deeply concerned that since the original planning application the incinerator had trebled in size. Others added to the concern that this should be a full planning application. 

Councillor McLellan stated that all four city councillors were united to support the people of Perth on this major issue.

Conservative candidate Peter Lyburn was particularly outraged by the total lack of representation from PKC’s Administration or from the planning officials that have allowed it to progress to this advanced stage.  

Prospective Green Party Candidate Elaine Morrison raised the wider issues of our waste reduction and questioned the need for incinerators.

Deep anger emerged over the role of Perth and Kinross Council over allowing this proposal to reach this stage. The interests of the people of Perth were not being best-served or protected by this body. Public safety is a material planning consideration.

In summing up Pete Wishart thanked both presentations. He acknowledged the high level of questions and statements from the meeting were challenging, searching and rigorous.

He then went on to reflect the strong feelings that had emerged from the audience. He felt the incinerator was outrageous, preposterous and inappropriate for this tourist town. He expressed disbelief and anger that such an undesirable proposal had reached this advance stage without the full knowledge and consultation with the people of Perth. 

He urged everyone who objects to this proposal to write, e-mail or post a comment on the website of Perth and Kinross Planning Department. 

He felt that no councillor representing Perth and Kinross could give this 

application support. 

He gave his pledge to investigate the planning process that had allowed this to escalate to this stage. 

As courteously as possible he said to the Grundon team “Go away.  We do not want this in our city.  Please forget about it.  It will never happen!”   

To the loud applause and the whole-hearted support of the audience - to send Grundon homeward (back to the Thames Valley) and not to think again!

Brian Raine thanked everyone who had contributed and attended the meeting. He re-iterated that people who wished to object should individually put it in writing to the council so that their objection is counted. 

For more information regarding objecting visit BGK CC website www.bgk.org.uk 

Address to write to:- PKC Planning, Head of Service Roland Bean, Pullar House, 

35 Kinnoull Street, Perth, PH1 5DG within the next week, quoting 09/00348/REM.
