Date: 15 March 2010 10:08:30 GMT
To: Susan Nicholson <susan.nicholson@stv.tv>
Subject: Press Statement
Dear Susan,

Please find below our press statement:

At the conclusion of the DCC meeting on 24th Nov. 2009 it seemed that the elected members, officers and objectors were committed to revocation of the outline consent which was confirmed by a subsequent meeting with PKC officials who said they were proceeding on the assumption of recommending revocation to a meeting of the full Council. It is, therefore, a great disappointment to learn that the officers have now concluded that the case for revocation is not strong and that their recommendation to the Councillors will be to rely on defeating the appeal and using landlord's rights with revocation as a measure of the last resort.

We want to stop this incinerator being built by the surest and quickest means possible, whatever that may be. Permission for the development has already been granted 'in principle' so Grundon are half way towards their objective of having full planning consent. All that stands between them and their goal is to win an appeal against the Council's refusal of the detailed scheme last year. It is quite possible Grundon will lose but, statistically, 30 - 40% of all  appeals are successful and we do not think the Council should stake everything against those odds. Revocation of the outline consent would wipe the slate clean and is, therefore, the surest way to bring an end to this sorry and rather lengthy saga.

The fact that the Council own half the site has been known from the outset and, if they can defeat this proposal by withholding the landlord's consent , we are surprised that they have not acted upon this by now. If they can, of course, we would be delighted.

We have asked through FOI to see the legal advice on which their opinion is based but our request has been turned down so we have asked for a review on that decision. Therefore, until we see this and the report itself we will not abandon our belief that revocation is the safest route.

Hope this is helpful!

Very best wishes,

