Dick/Peter
 
Thank you for your thoughts on some of the traffic issues relating to the above. Can I just say we are well aware =f the concerns and issues relating to the site and are trying as far as we possibly can to ensure a real improvement comes out of all this. We have met with both of the bidders for the new hospital site and have went to great lengths to point out what we feel they need to address in any formal application.until we get down into the actual application and Transport Assessment there is probably nt too much we can say, but I stress we have spoken in some detail about how we resolve in particular the Lochie Brae issue,particularly relating to its width and the general access arrangements to the site. The concern I have is just how willing the Health Board and the successful Bidder will be in relation to external improvement works. What they have in their favour is the fact that the significant traffic movements in and out of the site are all off peak  -- ie nurses shift patterns -  there are no particular problems at these times of day and I have to say we may find this quite difficult to defend should we get into that position. However, I detected from the meetings a genuine willingness to work together which I hope carries forward as we progress with this.
 
In relation to the specific points:
 
1.The Council have at some point in the past (many years ago apparently) acquired a narrow strip of land behind the large wall going up Lochie Brae. We have asked the consultants to look into options for potentially widening the c/way as far as we practicably can and putting an improved pedestrian/cycle link behind. There are issues with the wall and the trees which are being investigated but I am hopeful that there are improvements which can be made.
 
2.It would be my view that any proposed improvement which was based on alterations to the existing car park would not go down particularly well. I accept hat the present layout at Bridgend is not perfect, but available space and catering fort he dominant traffic flows will always have to take priority. The signal arrangement at the junction is part of an optimised city centre network, it basically works as well as it can do allocating extra time to the egs with greater flows. If we were to allocate additional time to Lochie Brae it would only transfer some of the delay to the main flows. It is,in simplistic terms,a question of balance. As you know we are working on other larger schemes which will have significant benefit to Bridgend, I accept that maybe some time off but we are trying to work as efficiently as possible at the moment with what we have
 
3.Yes, hopefully the answer to 1 will help towards this, we will await the formal application to see what else they propose to do
 
4.I  expect the removal of car parking would create as many problems as it would solve. At no time has this been on any agenda for discussions relating to MRH
 
5. Agreed, the widening of Smeatons bri dge is not an option. Apart from hugely prohibitive costs forsuch a project this would result in a huge array of problems relating to the listed structure, compulsory purchase etc. it would be totally impractical
 
6. As mentioned above the signals are part of a much wider comprehensive traffic management arrangement for the city. Changing priorities in any particular location will have knock-on implicationse=lsewhere
 
7.An alternative layout at the top of Lochie Brae has been proposed. There is flexibility for improving geometrics at the junction as land is within our ownership. The location of the cottage and access to properties is a constraint but the final layout may depend on what the main access arrangements to the hospital are -  the Bidders seem to be coming up with different solutions.
  
I hope this is of some use, until the Bidders come back to us with their actual proposals there is probably not to much to add at this point but we will try at all costs to come up with a practical and pragmatic solution that all parties are comfortable with.
 
 Regards
Alex Deans
Transport Planning Managere
 
 
 
