Letter PA  6th Oct 09 from Andrew Still, Erendine, Goodlyburn Terrace, Perth, PH1 2DG:-

Council accused of giving 'spin and misinformation'

Dear Sir, - It's now obvious to everyone that something is very much amiss with Perth and Kinross Planning process when the citizens have to organise the opposition to such a potentially damaging development as a incinerator on Shore Road.

Is it not utterly incredible that we are having to fight the very officials whose salaries we provide as taxpayers along with the councillors that we have elected; people whose purpose is to protect out community interests.

Something is clearly wrong. Of course to those of us who have experienced Perth and Kinross planning in the past, it comes as no surprise.

At my first encounter with my planning process in Perth, such was the spin and misinformation uttered by the council employee that I naively assumed that he was a spokesman for the developer. The planning committee remained uninterested in checking the facts. Anecdotal reports I have received suggest that this is typical.

Much was made of investigations into the Planning department some time ago when a few junior officials had their wrists slapped. The problem clearly goes very much deeper and needs to be addressed urgently. Our planners clearly have an agenda of their own that has nothing to do with the best interests of the people of Perth.

