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Dear Madam,

Proposed Shore Road Incinerator

I read, with great interest, the letter in the PA of Friday 16th October, from Mr Denis Munro, regarding the proposed refuse incinerator development at Shore Road, Perth. 

Mr. Munro is, of course, a former Director of Planning of both Perth & Kinross District Council and the present Perth & Kinross Council and, as a former Chief Executive of Perth & Kinross District Council, I worked with him and had – and continue to have – a great respect for his abilities.

I consider that his letter is a masterly summary of the position in regard to this proposed disastrous development and while I cannot, of course, forecast the decision which the present Council may take on the application before them, I cannot believe that they could ever do other than follow one or other of the courses of action outlined by Mr. Munro, namely either to return the application to the applicants as undetermined or to revoke the outline consent.

Of the two courses of action, I personally strongly favour revocation, even allowing for the fact that this will, no doubt, bring with it a substantial financial penalty. Despite the fact that this could amount to some hundreds of thousands of pounds, it would still be cheap at the price, as the effect on Perth and its surrounding area of such a development going ahead is too terrible to contemplate. Last Friday’s serious fire at Holden’s premises in Shore Road is a grim warning of what the future could bring. The trouble with the alternative of returning the application as “undetermined” is that it carries with it the serious risk of an appeal, the determination of which would be outwith local jurisdiction.

The simple fact is that the Council’s officials made a monumental mistake in granting permission in the first place and this should be acknowledged by the Council, faced up to and action taken to ensure that such a development can never go ahead.

Yours faithfully,

(J E D Cormie) 
